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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Dear Commissioner: 

In keeping with 37 C.F.R. § 1.121(b) and (c), this paper includes a clean 
version of the amended specification paragraph and the entire set of pending claims upon 
entry of this amendment. Please amend the application as follows and reconsider the 
application in light of the following remarks. 

In the Specification: 

Please add a new section directly before the "Technical Field" as follows: 
CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

This application is a divisional of pending United States Patent Application 
No. 09/420,659, filed on October 19, 1999. 



In the Claims: 
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52. A method of storing a tray stack having a plurality of individual trays 
carrying microelectronic devices, the tray stack having a first exterior tray at one end of 
the tray stack and a second exterior tray at an opposite end of the tray stack, the method 
comprising: 

inserting the tray stack along a load/unload path into a casing of a tray 
retaining device until the first exterior tray contacts a cross-member of the tray retaining 
device; 

restricting the individual trays from moving laterally with respect to the 
load/unload path; and 

selectively impeding movement along the load/unload path in a first 
direction by moving a retaining element attached to the tray retaining device from a 
load/unload position to a storage position, the retaining element allowing the tray stack to 
move along the load/unload path in the load/unload position and the retaining element 
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engaging the second exterior tray in the storage position to impede movement of the tray 
stack along the load/unload path in a second direction. 

53. The method of claim 52 wherein inserting the tray stack comprises 
positioning the retaining element in the load/unload position and sliding the tray stack 
along the load/unload path and into the casing. 

54. The method of claim 52 wherein inserting the tray stack comprises 
attaching the tray retaining device to a processing station of a processing machine by 
positioning the retaining element in the load/unload position in which the retaining 
element engages a mounting element of the processing station and sliding the tray stack 
along the load/unload path and into the casing. 

55. The method of claim 52 wherein: 

the cross-member is a floating plate that is moveable along the load/unload 
path in the casing; 

inserting the tray stack comprises attaching the tray retaining device to a 
processing station of a processing machine by positioning the retaining element in the 
load/unload position in which the retaining element engages a mounting element of the 
processing station and sliding the tray stack along the load/unload path and into the 
casing, the floating plate moving in the first direction; and 

the method further comprises preventing the floating plate from moving 
when the retaining element is in the storage position and allowing the floating plate to 
move when the retaining element is in the load/unload position. 
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56. A method of storing a tray stack having a plurality of individual 
JEDEC trays carrying microelectronic devices, the tray stack having a first exterior tray at 
one end of the tray stack and a second exterior tray at an opposite end of the tray stack, 
the method comprising: 

providing a portable tray retaining device configured to hold the stack of 
JEDEC trays, the tray retaining device including a casing, a plurality of retaining 
elements coupled to the casing and a driving element moveably coupled to the casing, 
wherein the casing includes a guide structure with a first end and a second end, a cross- 
member extending across at least a portion of the guide structure at least proximate to the 
first end, and an opening at least proximate to the second end through which the JEDEC 
trays can pass into or out of the casing, wherein the retaining elements are moveable 
between a storage position and a load/unload position, the retaining elements projecting 
into the guide structure in the storage position to hold the JEDEC trays in the retainer, 
and the retaining elements projecting away from the guide structure in the load/unload 
position to allow the JEDEC trays to pass through the opening, and wherein the cross- 
member is moveably coupled to the casing to move along a load/unload path to push the 
tray stack toward the second end of the casing; 

inserting the tray stack along the load/unload path into the casing; and 
moving the retaining elements from the load/unload position to the storage 
position in which the retaining elements engage the second exterior tray and the cross- 
member engages the first exterior tray to restrict movement of the tray stack along the 
load/unload path. 

57. The method of claim 56 wherein inserting the tray stack comprises 
positioning the retaining element in the load/unload position and sliding the tray stack 
along the load/unload path and into the casing. 

58. The method of claim 56 wherein inserting the tray stack comprises 
attaching the tray retaining device to a processing station of a processing machine by 
positioning the retaining element in the load/unload position in which the retaining 
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element engages a mounting element of the processing station and sliding the tray stack 
along the load/unload path and into the casing. 

59. The method of claim 56 wherein: 

the cross-member is a floating plate that is moveable along the load/unload 
path in the casing; 

inserting the tray stack comprises attaching the tray retaining device to a 
processing station of a processing machine by positioning the retaining element in the 
load/unload position in which the retaining element engages a mounting element of the 
processing station and sliding the tray stack along the load/unload path and into the 
casing; and 

the method further comprises preventing the floating plate from moving 
when the retaining element is in the storage position and allowing the floating plate to 
move when the retaining element is in the load/unload position. 

60. A method of processing microelectronic devices in a tray stack 
having a plurality of individual trays carrying the microelectronic devices, the tray stack 
having a first exterior tray at one end of the tray stack and a second exterior tray at an 
opposite end of the tray stack, the method comprising: 

inserting the tray stack along a load/unload path into a casing of a tray 
retaining device until the first exterior tray contacts a cross-member of the retaining 
device, the casing being configured to restrict the individual trays from moving laterally 
with respect to the load/unload path; 

moving a retaining element attached to the tray retaining device from a 
load/unload position to a storage position, the retaining element allowing the tray stack to 
move along the load/unload path in the load/unload position and the retaining element 
engaging the second exterior tray in the storage position to restrict movement of the tray 
stack along the load/unload path; 

releasably attaching the tray retaining device to the receiving station of the 
processing machine; 
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releasing the tray stack to move along the load/unload path by moving the 
retaining element from the storage position to the load/unload position to disengage the 
retaining element from the second exterior tray of the tray stack; and 

separating individual trays from the tray stack and processing the 
microelectronic devices on the individual trays in the processing machine. 

61. The method of claim 60 wherein releasably attaching the tray 
retention device to the receiving station occurs when the retaining element moves from 
the storage position to the load/unload position by engaging the retaining element with a 
mounting element attached to the processing machine. 

62. The method of claim 60 wherein inserting the tray stack comprises 
positioning the retaining element in the load/unload position and sliding the tray stack 
along the load/unload path and into the casing. 

63 . The method of claim 60 wherein: 

the cross-member is a floating plate that is moveable along the load/unload 
path in the casing; and 

the method further comprises preventing the floating plate from moving 
when the retaining element is in the storage position and allowing the floating plate to 
move when the retaining element is in the load/unload position. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 1-51 have been canceled without prejudice. Claims 52-63 are 
presently pending. Applicants respectfully request consideration of the application in 
view of this preliminary amendment. If the Examiner has any questions or matters that 
can be expediently handled by telephone, he or she is encouraged to contact Mr. Paul 
Parker at (206) 287-3258, attorney for the Applicants. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Perkins Coie LLP 

7$^/ — 

Paul T. Parker 
Registration No. 38,264 

PTP:ri 

P.O. Box 1247 

Seattle, Washington 98111- 1247 
(206) 583-8888 
Fax: (206) 583-8500 
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